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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 /066W 

123883 061844Z/43 

R 061543Z SEP 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6959 
INFO ALL EC CAPITALS 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
USMISSION USNATO 
DIA WASHDC 
AMCONSUL BORDEAUX 
AMCONSUL LYON 
AMCONSUL MARSEILLE 
AMCONSUL NICE 
AMCONSUL STRASBOURG 

CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 29496 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, FR 

SUBJECT: JEAN KANAPA DIES: A WIDE-OPEN SUCCESSION FOR 
THE PCF'S INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS POST 

IN THE WAKE OF JEAN KANAPA'S DEATH SEPTEMBER 5 FOLLOWING 
A LONG ILLNESS, THERE IS AS YET NO GOOD INDICATION AS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PARIS 29496 061603Z 

TO HIS SUCCESSOR. DURING KANAPA'S ILLNESS, THE PCF IN- 
TERNATIONAL AFFAIRS SECTION HAS BEEN RUN BY ITS SECOND 
RANKING MEMBER JACQUES DENIS, BUT WE THINK IT UNLIKELY 
THAT DENIS WILL NOW TAKE OVER, HAVING ALREADY BEEN 
PASSED OVER SEVERAL TIMES FOR POLITBURO MEMBERSHIP. 

ASIDE FROM DENIS, HOWEVER, THERE IS NO EXPERIENCED RE- 
PLACEMENT AVAILABLE, SO THAT THE FIELD IS WIDE OPEN, 
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PERHAPS FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF A YOUNGER RISING STAR. 

REGARDLESS OF THE PARTY'S CHOICE, PCF LEADER GEORGES MAR- 
CHAIS HAS LOST ONE OF HIS MOST LOYAL LIEUTENANTS AND 
ONE OF HIS MOST UNCONDITIONAL SUPPORTERS IN THE POLIT- 
BURO. 

HARTMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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